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You Are Mine
(Is. 43:1-7)

Almighty God, creator of the universe, the bravest of the
brave! Since you called and chose us, you loved to die. There is
no such a great blessing.

“But now, this is what the Lord says-he who created you,
0O Jacob, He who formed you, O Israel: ‘Fear not, for I have
redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine”
(Is 43:1).

The meaning of the word, Jacob is ‘to hold heel’. When
Esau was in his mother’'s womb, Jacob held heel to come out
before Esau. Because Jacob did not come out from his mother’s
womb before Esau, the word, Jacob also has another meaning,
‘a failure’. People can see him as a failure. However, God never
makes any failure. The name, Jacob was directly changed into Israel. The
word of Israel means, ‘Competed with God
and won." In other words, Jacob was changed
from a failure into a victorious life by God.

Now, even though our life is in a hard
and difficult situation, we will not be
disappointed, because God who changed
Jacob, a failure into victorious Israel can
change our life into a victory.

“Since you are precious and honored
in my sight, and because I love you, I will
give men in exchange for you, and people in
exchange for your life” (Is 43:4).

God considers how much precious and
honored we are, and how much he loves us,
in the mean time, He gives Egypt for ransom
in order to atone for our sins, and Cush and
Seba in our place (Is 43:3).

Because God has already made the works
of love, compassion, grace, and blessing, we
have only to believe in the truth. In other
words, because God has already achieved
the love, compassion, and blessing, it is said
whoever believes this can be saved and
blessed.

My beloved Christians,

“And without faith, it is impossible to please God, because anyone
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those
who earnestly seek him” (Heb 11:6).

That is right. Without faith, we cannot please God and enjoy the
salvation, love, and blessing that were prepared by him. The faith makes
us passionate, makes us do our best, and makes us wise.

“For my own sake, for my own sake, I do this. How can I let myself be
defamed? I will not yield my glory to another” (Is 48:11).

The reason why we after all take a victory is because of God's glory.
God never gives us up the glory for himself, or lets us fall down.

By becoming fully faithful Christians just like David and Moses who
took a victory, and by taking a victory with our faith, I sincerely pray that
we will give glory to God in the name of Jesus Christ.
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